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Disaster Assistance for Georgia 


Announcement of Disaster Declaration and 
Authorization of Federal Assistance Following 
Tornadoes, High Winds, and Heavy Rains. 
March 29, 1975 


The President today declared a major disaster for the 
State of Georgia as a result of tornadoes, high winds, and 
heavy rains which occurred on March 24, causing exten- 
sive public and private property damage. The President’s 
action will permit the use of Federal funds in relief and 
recovery efforts in designated areas of the State. 

Federal assistance from the President’s Disaster Relief 
Fund will consist of temporary housing, disaster unem- 
ployment assistance payments to those who lost their jobs 
as a result of the disaster, debris removal, and the repair 
or restoration of damaged or destroyed streets, roads, 
bridges, sewer and water systems and public utilities. Low- 
interest-rate disaster loans will be made available by the 
Small Business Administration under the authorities of 
Public Law 93-24, and emergency loan assistance will be 
made available by the Farmers Home Administration. 

Federal relief activities in Georgia will be coordinated 
by the Federal Disaster Assistance Administration, 
Department of Housing and Urban Development, under 
the direction of Administrator Thomas P. Dunne. Mr. 
Dunne will designate the specific areas within the State 
eligible for Federal assistance, based upon Federal and 
State damage assessments. 

Mr. Thomas P. Credle, Regional Director of the Fed- 
eral Disaster Assistance Administration, HUD Region 
IV, will be designated as the Federal Coordinating Officer 
to work with the State in providing Federal disaster assist- 
ance under the Disaster Relief Act of 1974, Public Law 
93-288. 


Disaster Assistance for Kentucky 


Announcement of Disaster Declaration and 
Authorization of Federal Assistance Following 
Severe Storms and Flooding. March 29, 1975 


The President today declared a major disaster for the 
State of Kentucky as a result of severe storms and flood- 
ing, beginning about March 10, which caused extensive 
public and private property damage. The President’s 
action will permit the use of Federal funds in relief and 
recovery efforts in designated areas of the State. 

Federal assistance from the President’s Disaster Relief 
Fund will consist of temporary housing, debris removal, 
and the repair or restoration of damaged or destroyed 
streets, roads, bridges, sewer and water systems and public 
utilities. Low-interest-rate disaster loans will be made 
available by the Small Business Administration under the 
authorities of Public Law 93-24, and emergency loan 
assistance will be made available by the Farmers Home 
Administration. 

Federal relief activities in Kentucky will be coordinated 
by the Federal Disaster Assistance Administration, 
Department of Housing and Urban Development, under 
the direction of Administrator Thomas P. Dunne. Mr. 
Dunne will designate the specific areas within the State 
eligible for Federal assistance based upon Federal and 
State damage assessments. 

Mr. Thomas P. Credle, Regional Director of the Fed- 
eral Disaster Assistance Administration, HUD Region IV, 
will be designated as the Federal Coordinating Officer to 
work with the State in providing Federal disaster assist- 
ance under the Disaster Relief Act of 1974, Public Law 
93-288. 


Volume 11—Number 14 





318 PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1975 


ACTION 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
John Dellenback To Be Associate Director for 
International Operations. March 29, 1975 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate John Dellenback, of Medford, Oreg., to be Associate 
Director of ACTION (International Operations). He 
will succeed Nicholas Craw, who resigned effective Sep- 
tember 1, 1974. 

Mr. Dellenback was elected in 1966 to the United 
States House of Representatives and served in the 90th 
Congress. He was reelected and served successively in the 
91st, 92d, and 93d Congresses. He was a member of the 
Oregon State Legislature from 1960 to 1966, prior to his 
election to Congress. He was engaged in the private prac- 
tice of law from 1950 to 1960. 

Mr. Dellenback was born on November 6, 1918, in 
Chicago, IIl., and received his B.S. degree from Yale Uni- 
versity in 1940, He was a member of Phi Beta Kappa. He 
received his J.D. degree from the University of Michigan 
in 1949. He also did additional graduate work at North- 
western University during the summers of 1946 and 1949. 

Mr. Dellenback is married to the former Mary Jane 
Benedict, and they have three children. They reside in 
Washington, D.C. 


ACTION 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Ronald E. Gerevas To Be Associate Director for 
Domestic and Anti-Poverty Operations. 

March 29, 1975 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Ronald E. Gerevas, of Alexandria, Va., to be Asso- 
ciate Director of ACTION (Domestic and Anti-Poverty 
Operations). He will succeed Marjorie Lynch, who has 
been reassigned. 

Since September 1973, Mr. Gerevas has been Director 
of Recruitment and Communications for ACTION. He 
was Director of Public Affairs for ACTION from August 
1972 to September 1973. He joined the J. Walter 
Thompson Co. in New York City in 1964, serving suc- 
cessively as director of the training program, personnel 
manager, account executive, and later in 1970 became 
account supervisor of the Los Angeles office of the J. Wal- 
ter Thompson Co. 

Mr. Gerevas was born July 30, 1939, in Fairfield, 
Calif. He received his B.S. degree in 1962 and his M.S. 
degree in 1964 from San Jose State College. 

Mr. Gerevas is married to the former Rosalie Morron- 
giello, and they have two children. 


ACTION 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Willard H. Meinecke To Be Assistant Director for 
Administration and Finance. March 29, 1975 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate Willard H. Meinecke, of Bethesda, Md., to be Assist- 
ant Director of ACTION (Administration and Finance). 
This is a new position created by Public Law 93-113 of 
October 1, 1973. 

Mr. Meinecke has been Acting Assistant Director for 
Administration and Finance, ACTION, since February 
1974. Prior to his appointment, he was Deputy Assistant 
Administrator, Bureau for Program and Management 
Services, United States Agency for International Develop- 
ment. Since 1962, he has been with the United States 
Agency for International Development, serving as Deputy 
Director, then Director of the AID Mission in Ethiopia. 
He served successively as Director of the Office of North 
African Affairs and Director of the Office of South East 
Asia Affairs, Bureau for East Asia. From 1941 to 1962, 
he held various assignments with the General Mills, Inc. 

Mr. Meinecke was born on August 19, 1916, in Marys- 
ville, Kans. He received his B.S. degree from Kansas State 
University in 1941. He also has done additional graduate 
work at Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced 
International Studies and the Tacoma Vocational School 
of Tacoma, Wash. 

Mr. Meinecke is married to the former Mary Jane 
Lewis, and they have three children. 


Selective Service Registration 


Proclamation 4360. March 29, 1975 


TERMINATING REGISTRATION PROCEDURES UNDER THE 
Miuitary SELECTIVE SERVICE AcT, AS AMENDED 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


Under authority vested in the President by the Military 
Selective Service Act (62 Stat. 604), as amended, pro- 
cedures have been established for the registration of male 
citizens of the United States and of other male persons 
who are subject to registration under section 3 of said 
act, as amended (85 Stat. 348). 

In order to evaluate an annual registration system, 
existing procedures are being terminated and will be 
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replaced by new procedures which will provide for pe- 
riodic registration. 

Now, THEREFoRE, I, GERALD R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, by virtue of the authority 
vested in me by the Constitution and the statutes of the 
United States, including the Military Selective Service 
Act, as amended, do hereby revoke Proclamations No. 
2799 of July 20, 1948, No. 2937 of August 16, 1951, No. 
2938 of August 16, 1951, No. 2942 of August 30, 1951, 


Assistance to Civilian Refugees in 
South Vietnam 


Statement by the President. March 29, 1975 


A severe emergency exists in the coastal communities 
of South Vietnam which are swollen with helpless civilian 
refugees who have fled the North Vietnam offensive. 
They are desperately in need of any assistance we and 


other nations can provide. 


No. 2972 of April 17, 1952, No. 3314 of September 14, 
1959, and No. 4101 of January 13, 1972; thereby termi- 
nating the present procedures for registration under the 
Military Selective Service Act, as amended. 

In Witness WueErEOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this twenty-ninth day of March in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the one hundred ninety- 
ninth. 


To help the refugees reach safe haven further south, I 
have ordered American naval transports and contract 
vessels to assist in the evacuation of refugees from the 
coastal seaports. 

I also call upon all nations and corporations that have 
ships in the vicinity of the South Vietnamese coast to help 
evacuate refugees to safety in the south. 

I have directed that U.S. Government resources be 
made available to meet immediate humanitarian needs 
and I have appointed Mr. Daniel Parker, Administrator 
of the Agency for International Development, as my 
Special Coordinator for Disaster Relief. 


GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 11:55 a.m., 
March 31, 1975] 





TAX REDUCTION ACT OF 1975 


The President’s Address to the Nation Announcing His Decision To Sign 
H.R. 2166. March 29, 1975 


Fellow Americans and fellow taxpayers: 


Eleven weeks ago, in mid-January, I requested the new Congress to 
pass as its first priority a simple $16 billion reduction in Federal income 
taxes in order to stimulate economic activity and put people back to work. 

I asked for a one-time refund to individual 1974 taxpayers up to a 
maximum of $1,000, enough to assist in the purchase of new cars, home 
appliances, or other improvements, thus helping business and workers in 
areas that have been especially hard hit by the recession. I also asked for 
bigger investment credits to encourage all businessmen and farmers to 
expand and make more jobs. 


Jobs were then and are now my main concern. Unfortunately, 
though some other economic signs are improving, the employment picture 
remains bleak. I want most to help those who want to get back to work 
in productive jobs. This can best be done by temporary tax incentives to 
charge up our free enterprise system—not by government handouts and 
make-work programs that go on forever. 


Therefore, over the past few months, I have repeatedly urged the 
Congress to get a straightforward tax cut bill on my desk by Easter, one 
that would restore some of the buying power American families lost to 
inflation and rising prices in 1973 and 1974. My objective was to put 
money in the pockets of the American people promptly rather than have 
the Congress dream up new schemes for more of your money to be spent 
by the Government in Washington. 
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Last Wednesday, before recessing, the Congress did pass a tax 
reduction bill, which is here before me. 

The tax cut finally adopted by the Congress represents a compromise 
between the $16 billion I recommended in January and the $32 billion 
figure passed by the Senate. I said that I would accept a reasonable com- 
promise. And the $23 billion tax reduction is within reason. 

However, this bill also distributes the cuts differently and, in my 
opinion, fails to give adequate tax relief to the millions of middle-income 
taxpayers who already contribute the biggest share of Federal taxes. 


But the most troublesome defect of this bill is the fact that the 
Congress added to an urgently needed anti-recession tax reduction a lot 
of extraneous changes in our tax laws, some well-intentioned but very ill- 
considered, which should have waited for deliberate action in committee 
hearings and full debate by all Members. Instead, they were adopted in 
a hectic, last-minute session before recessing. 

This is no way to legislate fundamental tax reforms, and every 
Member of the Congress knows it. Upon their return, I will again ask the 
House and Senate to work with me on a comprehensive review of our tax 
structure to eliminate inequities and to ensure adequate revenues for the 
future without crippling economic growth. 

I commend those Members of the Congress who fought for a clean 
and uncomplicated tax cut to create more jobs and speed economic 
recovery. If I were still in the House of Representatives, I would have 
opposed extraneous amendments and would have voted to send this bill 
back to committee for further cleaning up. 

As President, however, I cannot, under the Constitution, accept a 
part of this bill and reject the rest. It comes before me on a take-it-or- 
leave-it basis. The Congress has gone home. I believe my veto would 
eventually be sustained. But I am by no means sure that this Congress 
would send me a better bill. It might even be worse. 

The people of this country need to know, right now, how to plan 
their financial affairs for the rest of this year. Farmers and businessmen 
have already waited too long to find out what investments they can make 
to improve their production and put people back on the payroll. 
Confidence depends on certainty. And while the Congress deliberated, 
uncertainty has clouded financial planning throughout the country. Our 
country needs the stimulus and the support of a tax cut and needs it now. 

I have, therefore, decided to sign this bill so that its economic benefits 
can begin to work. 

I do this despite the serious drawbacks in the bill. Most of the draw- 
backs are enacted for only 1 year. I strongly urge the Members of the 
Congress to calmly reflect upon these provisions and let the worst expire. 
However, any damage they do is outweighed by the urgent necessity of 
an anti-recession tax reduction right now. 

Even if I asked the Congress to send me a better bill—and it did—it 
would take too long a time to get one back, and I cannot, in good con- 
science, risk more delay. But I will work with the Congress to not only 
remedy the deficiencies in this bill but also the dangerous actions and 
attitudes towards huge Federal deficits some Members have already 
shown in other legislative decisions. 
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The first part of my economic recovery recommendations last 
January—a prompt tax cut of reasonable size—now becomes law. 


[At this point, the President signed H.R. 2166.] 


The second and equally important part of my economic program 
was to restrain Federal spending by cutting back $17 billion in existing 
programs and by a 1-year moratorium on all new Federal spending 
programs, except in the critical field of energy. 

So far, these proposals have been mostly ignored or rejected by a 
majority of the Members of the Congress. Now that we have reduced 
our tax revenues by some $7 billion more than I proposed, we must move 
to reduce Federal spending in every way we can. We cannot afford 
another round of inflation due to giant and growing deficits that would 
cancel out all our expected gains in economic recovery. 


Maybe I can show you the situation better on this chart. 

If Congress had accepted all my economic recovery proposals, both 
for tax cuts and spending cuts, the estimated Federal deficit for fiscal 
year 1976 would have been about $52 billion, as represented by this col- 
umn [indicating]. 

This kind of a deficit is far too high, but most of it was unavoidable 
and was brought about by mandatory Federal payment programs already 
on the statute books, by increased unemployment compensation, and re- 
duced tax revenues due to the recession. 


This is where we are today. The tax cuts in the bill I have just signed 
and other changes will bring the estimated fiscal year 1976 deficit up to 
approximately $60 billion [indicating]. 

Since January, Congress has rejected or ignored most of my re- 
quested spending cuts. If Congress fails to make these reductions, it will 
add up to about $12 billion to the contemplated 1976 deficit. On top of 
that, as I look at the new spending actions which committees of the Con- 
gress are already seriously considering, I can easily add up another $30 
billion of spending. This would bring the deficit to the enormous total of 
$100 billion [indicating]. 

Deficits of this magnitude are far too dangerous to permit. They 
threaten another vicious spiral of runaway, double-digit inflation which 
could well choke off any economic recovery. 


Interest rates, now starting down, would again climb as the Federal 
Government borrowed from the private money market to finance its $100 
billion deficit. Individual citizens would be unable to borrow money for 
new homes, cars, and other needs. Businesses, despite the increased tax 
credit, would delay investments and expansions to put the unemployed 
back to work. I am, therefore, serving notice now that this is as high as our 
fiscal 1976 deficit should go. I am drawing the line right here [indicating 
$60 billion on chart}. 

This is as far as we dare to go. 

I will insist (resist) every attempt by the Congress to add another 
dollar to this deficit by new spending programs. I will make no excep- 
tions, except where our long-range national security interests are in- 
volved, as in the attainment of energy independence or for urgent hu- 
manitarian needs. 
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In short, in signing this bill, I am keeping my promise to reach a 
reasonable compromise with the Congress and to provide a needed boost 
to the economy. I must say again, this is as far as I will go. 

If we use common sense and prudence, I am confident that the 
present recession will retreat into history. 

If your Congressmen and your Senators return from their recess with 
new awareness of your deep concern and desire for caution and care in 
steering our difficult economic course, we will soon get back on the 
broad highway of increasing productivity and prosperity for all our 


people. 
Thank you and good evening. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 7:31 p.m. in the Oval Office at the White House. His 
address was broadcast live on radio and television. 
As enacted, the bill (H.R. 2166) is Public Law 94-12, approved March 29, 1975. 





Bakersfield, California 


The President’s Remarks Upon Arrival at Meadows 
Field En Route to the Naval Petroleum Reserve 
No. 1 at Elk Hills, California. March 31, 1975 


Let me express again my very deep appreciation to all 
of you, coming out on this beautiful day and welcoming 
me and the others here in Bakersfield. 

I am particularly grateful that your Congressman, Bill 
Ketchum, your mayor, your State assemblyman, your 
head of the county commissioners—and I brought with 
me Congressman Al Bell—and the Attorney General, 
Evelle Younger, are here. Let me say that the warmth of 
the reception and the wonderful bands that are here—I 
understand there are some seven bands here—I appreci- 
ate very, very much. 

I had planned to come to Bakersfield on at least two 
other occasions in the past. For one reason or another, it 
was not possible to get here, so I am particularly pleased to 
come and visit your community, your area, and see so 
many wonderful people, particularly the young people. 

You have a great area of our great country. You have 
the finest in agriculture. You have the great potential of 
giving to this country added capability in the field of 
energy. You are hard-working, dedicated, loyal Ameri- 
cans who give me faith every time that I see faces like 
these and people such as yourselves. 

We have some problems in America, problems both at 
home and abroad, but these are the kinds of problems that 
can be solved and will be solved with the true American 
spirit that has taken our country in some 200 years from 
13 poor, struggling colonies on the east coast to a country 
of 213 million loyal, dedicated, visionary, imaginative 
Americans. And I say to you that America is just begin- 


ning to be the country that our forefathers wanted it to be, 
and we are going to make it. 

So, our third century, which begins in a few months, is 
a century that will make America both at home and abroad 
an America that can continue to give leadership and can 
continue to give to our people all of the blessings of our 


great country. 
Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 10:22 am. at Meadows Field, 
Bakersfield, Calif. Following his remarks, the President flew by heli- 
copter to inspect the Naval Petroleum Reserve No. 1 at Elk Hills, 
Calif. 

As printed above, this item follows the text of the White House 
press release. 


Commission on CIA Activities 
Within the United States 


Executive Order 11848. Dated March 29, 1975. 
Released April 1, 1975 


EXTENDING THE REPORTING DATE FOR THE COMMISSION 
on CIA Activities WITHIN THE UNITED STATES 


Section 6 of Executive Order No. 11828 entitled 
Establishing a Commission on CIA Activities Within the 
United States, dated January 4, 1975 is amended by de- 
leting the words “three months from the date of this 
order,” and substituting therefor “June 6, 1975.” 

GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 

March 29, 1975. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 2:49 p.m., 
April 1, 1975] 


NOTE: The text of the Executive order was released at Palm Springs, 
Calif. 
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Counsel to the President 


Announcement of Appointment of Roderick M. Hills. 
April 1, 1975 


The President today announced his intention to appoint 
Roderick M. Hills as Counsel to the President. Mr. Hills 
will succeed Phillip Areeda, who recently resigned to re- 
turn to his teaching duties at Harvard Law School. He will 
serve as Deputy to Philip W. Buchen. 

Mr. Hills is a founding partner of the law firm of 
Munger, Tolles, Hills & Rickershauser, Los Angeles, Calif. 
Since January 1972, he has been on leave from the law 
firm to serve as chairman of the board of Republic Corp. 
(NYSE). His resignation from Republic Corp. is effective 
April 5, 1975. 

Born on March 9, 1931, Mr. Hills received his B.A. 
(1952) and LL.B. (1955) degrees from Stanford 
University. In law school he was named to the Order of 
the Coif. During the period 1955-57, he served as law 
clerk to Mr. Justice Stanley F. Reed, Supreme Court of 
the United States, and during 1969-70 he was a visiting 
professor at the Harvard Law School. 

Mr. Hills is married to Carla Anderson Hills, the newly 
appointed Secretary of Housing and Urban Development, 
and they have four children. They reside in Washington, 
D.C. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Palm Springs, Calif. 


Federal Energy Administration 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate John A. Hill 


To Be Deputy Administrator. April 1, 1975 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate John A. Hill, of College Park, Md., to be Deputy 
Administrator of the Federal Energy Administration. 
This is a new position established by Public Law 93-275, 
May 7, 1974. 

Mr. Hill has been an Associate Director for Natural 
Resources, Energy and Science for the Office of Manage- 
ment and Budget since February 1974. From November 
1973 to February 1974, he was Assistant Director for 
Policy, Planning and Regulation for the Federal Energy 
Office. He served as Deputy Associate Director for Man- 
agement, Natural Resources, Energy and Science of the 
Office of Management and Budget from January 1973 to 
November 1973. He had previously been with the Office 
of Management and Budget as Senior Budget Examiner 
from 1969 to 1971. During the period from March 1971 
to January 1973, he was with the Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency. He was with Educational Associates, Inc., 
from January 1968 to March 1969. 


Mr. Hill was born on January 31, 1942, in Midland, 
Tex. He received his B.A. degree from Southern Metho- 
dist University in 1964. 

Mr. Hill is married to the former Marilyn Wood, and 
they have two children. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Palm Springs, Calif. 


Federal Energy Administration 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate Gorman C. 
Smith To Be Assistant Administrator. April 1, 1975 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Gorman C. Smith of Arlington, Va., to be Assistant 
Administrator of the Federal Energy Administration. He 
will succeed John W. Weber, who has resigned. 

Mr. Smith is presently Acting Assistant Administrator, 
Operations, Regulations, and Compliance at FEA, a posi- 
tion he has held since April 2, 1974. He was Executive As- 
sistant to the Chairman of the U.S. Atomic Energy Com- 
mission from September 1973 to April 1974. He was vice 
president of Information Concepts, Inc., in New York 
from 1969 to 1973 and served as Director of Compensa- 
tion and Career Development, U.S. Army, from 1966 to 
1969. 


He was in the U.S. Army from 1951 to 1966, and re- 
ceived the Silver Star, Bronze Star, and Legion of Merit 
after serving as an officer in the Korean Conflict. He left 
the Army with the rank of lieutenant colonel. 

He was born in Durant, Okla., on September 24, 1928. 
He attended Southeastern State College at Durant and 
was graduated from the U.S. Military Academy at West 
Point in 1951. He received his M.A. from Columbia 
University in 1956 and his Ph.D. from Columbia 
University in 1964. 

He is married to the former Mary James, and they have 
two children. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Palm Springs, Calif. 


Disaster Assistance for Arkansas 


Announcement of Disaster Declaration and 
Authorization of Federal Assistance 
Following Severe Storms and 

Tornadoes. April 1, 1975 


The President today declared a major disaster for the 
State of Arkansas as a result of severe storms and 
tornadoes occurring on March 28, which caused extensive 
public and private property damage. The President’s ac- 
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tion will permit the use of Federal funds in relief and 
recovery efforts in designated areas of the State. 

Federal assistance from the President’s Disaster Relief 
Fund will consist of temporary housing; disaster unem- 
ployment assistance payments to those who lost their jobs 
as a result of the disaster; debris removal, and the repair 
or restoration of damaged or destroyed streets, roads, 
bridges, water systems, public buildings, and public utili- 
ties. Low-interest-rate disaster loans will be made avail- 
able by the Small Business Administration under the 
authorities of Public Law 93-24, and emergency loan 
assistance will be made available by the Farmers Home 
Administration. 

Federal relief activities in Arkansas will be coordinated 
by the Federal Disaster Assistance Administration, De- 
partment of Housing and Urban Development, under the 
direction of Administrator Thomas P. Dunne. Mr. Dunne 
will designate the specific areas within the State eligible 
for Federal assistance, based upon Federal and State dam- 
age assessments. 

Mr. Joe D. Winkle, Regional Director of the Federal 
Disaster Assistance Administration, HUD Region VI, will 
be designated as the Federal Coordinating Officer to work 
with the State in providing Federal disaster assistance 
under the Disaster Relief Act of 1974, Public Law 
93-288. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Palm Springs, Calif. 


Disaster Assistance for Texas 


Announcement of Disaster Declaration and 
Authorization of Federal Assistance 
Following Tornadoes. April 1, 1975 


The President today declared a major disaster for the 
State of Texas as a result of tornadoes which occurred in 
the city of Lefors on March 27, causing extensive public 
and private property damage. The President’s action will 
permit the use of Federal funds in relief and recovery 
efforts in designated areas of the State. 

Federal assistance from the President’s Disaster Relief 
Fund will consist of temporary housing; disaster unem- 
ployment assistance payments to those who lost their jobs 
as a result of the disaster; and the repair or restoration of 
damaged or destroyed streets, roads, bridges, and public 
buildings and utilities. Low-interest-rate disaster loans will 
be made available by the Small Business Administration 
under the authorities of Public Law 93-24, and emergency 
loan assistance will be made available by the Farmers 
Home Administration. 

Federal relief activities in Texas will be coordinated by 
the Federal Disaster Assistance Administration, Depart- 
ment of Housing and Urban Development, under the 


direction of Administrator Thomas P. Dunne. Mr. Dunne 
will designate the specific areas within the State eligible 
for Federal assistance, based upon Federal and State 
damage assessments. 

Mr. Joe D. Winkle, Regional Director of the Federal 
Disaster Assistance Administration, HUD Region VI, will 
be designated as the Federal Coordinating Officer to work 
with the State in providing Federal disaster assistance un- 
der the Disaster Relief Act of 1974, Public Law 93-288. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Palm Springs, Calif. 


Collective Bargaining Committee 
in Construction 


Executive Order 11849. April 1, 1975 


ESTABLISHING THE COLLECTIVE BARGAINING COMMITTEE 
IN CONSTRUCTION 


The President’s Labor-Management Committee estab- 
lished by Executive Order No. 11809 was authorized to 
“encourage the establishment of labor-management com- 
mittees (bipartite or tripartite) in particular sectors or 
industries as may be appropriate.” That Committee 
expressed the view that a committee should appropriately 
be established in the construction industry. 

An interim labor-management committee on collective 
bargaining problems in construction, representative of 
labor and management organizations involved in collective 
bargaining in the industry, has met regularly since Novem- 
ber 1974 to explore the feasibility and details of a contin- 
uing committee. 

The recommendations of the interim labor-management 
committee have been ratified by the standard national 
labor and management organizations engaged in collective 
bargaining in the industry, and their representatives have 
been authorized to participate and serve on such a 
committee. 

This Order is required to establish an arrangement and 
machinery for an operating structure with a minimum 
of government interference in the furtherance of more 
effective collective bargaining in the industry. 

Now, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested 
in me as President of the United States of America, it is 
ordered as follows: 

Section 1. There is hereby established the Collective 
Bargaining Committee in Construction (hereinafter 
referred to as the Committee). The Committee shall 
consist of ten labor members and ten management mem- 
bers appointed by the President. The Secretary of Labor 
or his designee shall serve as Chairman. The Director of 
the Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service shall par- 
ticipate as a member of the Committee. Additional alter- 
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nate members may be appointed by the Secretary of 
Labor. 

Sec. 2. (a) The Committee shall facilitate the collec- 
tive bargaining process at local and area levels, assist in 
providing a data bank of wage and benefit information, 
encourage peaceful negotiation of responsible local and 
area agreements, facilitate local coordinated bargaining 
and larger area bargaining wherever appropriate, and 
seek to resolve particular disputes that cannot otherwise 
be reasonably resolved. 

(b) In the furtherance of these objectives the Com- 
mittee is authorized to hold conferences; and if it deems 
appropriate, in particular collective bargaining disputes 
or in groups of related disputes, the Committee may make 
recommendations to the appropriate standard organiza- 
tions which are party to collective bargaining in the con- 
struction industry concerning the provisions of agreements 
or the structure of collective bargaining. 

(c) The Committee shall promote more effective 
machinery for the resolution of disputes over the terms of 
collective bargaining agreements which recognizes the 
interests of each branch of the industry and preserves 
existing procedures that have been effective. 

Sec. 3. In addition to the foregoing tasks, the Com- 
mittee shall also: 

(a) Review and analyze construction manpower un- 
der collective bargaining agreements, including regional 
requirements and availabilities of respective skills for 
projected needs, and the effectiveness of training pro- 
grams, and, if appropriate, maintain a continuing central 
data file of manpower requirements and availabilities by 
major areas of the country; 

(b) Consider measures to reduce the instability of 
demand for construction labor and to provide more weeks 
of work per year; 

(c) Take measures to increase productivity in the in- 
dustry under collective bargaining agreements; 

(d) Improve further the current wage and benefit 
data base for construction to facilitate collective bargain- 
ing at local and regional levels and the role of the na- 
tional organizations in dispute settlements; 

(e) Consider the problems for collective bargaining 
arising from the activities of separate Federal government 
agencies as they affect the construction industry; 

(f) Consider from time to time such problems in 
the construction industry under collective bargaining as 
it may deem appropriate; and 

(g) Encourage the establishment of comparable joint 
regional or local committees on an area basis to the extent 
it deems appropriate. 

Sec. 4. In carrying out its functions, the Committee 
shall give consideration to long term developments in the 
construction industry under collective bargaining agree- 
ments and shall seek to develop appropriate policies in 
the national interest. 

Sec. 5. All executive departments and agencies of 
the Federal government are authorized and directed to 


cooperate with the Committee and to furnish such infor- 
mation, personnel and assistance, not inconsistent with 
law, as it may require in the performance of its duties. 

Sec. 6. The Committee shall make periodic reports to 
the President. Standard national labor and management 
organizations are encouraged to review the operation of 
the Committee and report to the President annually on 
the extent to which the purposes of this Order are being 
achieved. 

GERALD R. Forp 

The White House, 

April 1, 1975. 
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 2:49 p.m., 

April 1, 1975] 


NOTE: The text of the Executive order was released at Palm Springs, 
Calif. 


Agency for International Development 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Charles A. Mann To Be Assistant 
Administrator. April 2, 1975 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate Charles A. Mann, of Asheville, N.C., to be Assist- 
ant Administrator of the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (AID) in charge of Program and Manage- 
ment Services. Mr. Mann will succeed James F. Campbell, 
who has been appointed Ambassador to El Salvador. 

Mr. Mann is currently Director of the AID Mission 
to Laos. He has almost 30 years of experience in U.S. 
foreign assistance programs and has served in Zaire, Viet- 
nam, Laos, Cambodia, and Korea. 

Mr. Mann was born in Mannheim, Germany, on 
March 22, 1916. He was naturalized as a U.S. citizen 
in 1943 while serving with the U.S. Army. He has 
attended the University of New Mexico and the Foreign 
Service Institute in Washington. He is married to the 
former Sara Lockwood of Columbia, Mo., and they have 
one child. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Palm Springs, Calif. 


Agency for International Development 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Curtis Farrar To Be Assistant Administrator. 
April 2, 1975 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate Curtis Farrar, of Kensington, Md., to be Assistant 
Administrator of the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (AID) for technical assistance programs 
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in the developing countries. Mr. Farrar will succeed Joel 
Bernstein, who has resigned effective August 31, 1974. 

Currently Deputy Assistant Administrator in AID’s 
Technical Assistance Bureau, Mr. Farrar began his career 
in the foreign assistance field in 1952 with the Asia Foun- 
dation and served abroad in Pakistan and Cambodia. He 
joined AID in 1963. 

Mr. Farrar was born in New York City on March 22, 
1927, and earned a B.A. degree summa cum laude in 
1949 from Yale College. He was awarded the degree 
of doctor of philosophy in economics from London 
University in England in 1952. 

Mr. Farrar is married to the former Eleanor Schneider 
of Vienna, Austria, who is vice president of the Joint 
Center for Political Studies. They have four children. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Palm Springs, Calif. 


National Commission on the 
Observance of International 
Women’s Year, 1975 


Announcement of Intention To Appoint 33 Members of 
the Commission and Designation of Chairman. 
April 2, 1975 


The President today announced his intention to appoint 


33 persons as members of the National Commission on 
the Observance of International Women’s Year, 1975. 
The President is also designating Jill Ruckelshaus to 
chair the Commission. The members are: 


Jmt Rucxetsnaus, of Rockville, Md., Director, Organizational 
Relations, National Center for Voluntary Action, Washing- 
ton, D.C. 

ETHEL ALLEN, of Philadelphia, Pa., physician, surgeon and Phila- 
delphia city councilwoman. 

Anne L. ArmstTRONG, of Armstrong, Tex., former Counsellor to 
the President. 

Marcaret Lonc ARNOLD, of Saugerties on Hudson, N.Y., execu- 
tive assistant to the executive director, National Retired Teach- 
ers Association, Washington, D.C. 

EvizABETH ATHANASAKOS, of Fort Lauderdale, Fla., attorney. 

Barsara R. BERGMANN, of Bethesda, Md., professor of economics, 
University of Maryland, College Park, Md. 

Patricia T. CARBINE, of New York, N.Y., publisher and editor-in- 
chief, Ms. Magazine. 

WEsTon CHRISTOPHERSON, of Lake Forest, IIl., president, Jewel 
Companies, Chicago, II. 

Mary Sraturncs CoLemMan, of Battle Creek, Mich., justice, 
Michigan Supreme Court, Lansing, Mich. 

Heten K. Cop rey, of LaJolla, Calif., chairman and chief executive 
officer of the Copley Newspapers. 

Auprey Rowe Cotom, of Washington, D.C., coordinator of the 
D.C. Child Advocacy Office, Children’s Defense Fund. 

Ricuarp CoRNUELLE, of New York, N.Y., author. 


WinFieLtp Dunn, of Nashville, Tenn., consultant, business and 
government, former Governor of Tennessee. 


CaTHERINE CiarE Erk, of Lawrence, Kans., assistant to the dean 
of women, the University of Kansas. 

Pauta Grsson, of Four Lakes, Wash., student, Gonzaga University, 
Spokane, Wash. 

Gitpa Boyorquez GyuricH, of Montabello, Calif., president and 
senior partner, Los Amigos Construction Co., Santa Fe Springs, 
Calif. 

E.xa T. Grasso, of Windsor Locks, Conn., Governor of Connecti- 
cut, Hartford, Conn. 

Hanna Horsorn Gray, of New Haven, Conn., provost, Yale 
University. 

Martua Grirritus, of Farmington Hills, Mich., attorney, former 
Congresswoman. 


Lenore Hersuey, of New York, N.Y., editor-in-chief of the Ladies 
Home Journal. 


VELMA Murphy Hit, of New York, N.Y., assistant to the President, 
United Federation of Teachers. 


Patricia Hutar, of Glenview, IIl., U.S. Representative to the U.N. 
Commission on the Status of Women. 


Rita Z. Jounston, of Bethesda, Md., U.S. Delegate and Vice 
Chairman of the Inter-American Commission of Women, Or- 
ganization of American States. 


E.ten I. Kirsy, of Petersburg, W. Va., public health nurse for 
Grant County, W. Va. 


Dorotny VAte Kisstncer, of Mesa, Ariz., co-owner and manager, 
Sahuaro Lake Guest Ranch. 


Crare Bootue Luce, of Honolulu, Hawaii. 


WiLtiAm CrAwForD Mercer, of Wellesley Hills, Mass., president, 
New England Telephone and Telegraph, Boston, Mass. 


Ersa H. Poston, of Loudonville, N.Y., president, New York State 
Civil Service Commission, Albany, N.Y. 


Joet Reap, of Milwaukee, Wis., president, Alverne College, Mil- 
waukee, Wis. 


Betty SmirH, of Eugene, Oreg., member, National Board of 
Directors, YMCA. 


BarBaRA WALTERS, of New York, N.Y., co-host of the Today Show. 


ANNIE Dopce Wauneka, of Ganado, Ariz., member of the Navajo 
Tribal Council, Window Rock, Ariz. 


GERRIDEE WHEELER, of Bismarck, N. Dak., president, National 
Association of Mental Health. 


The Commission shall consist of not more than 35 
members to be appointed by the President from among 
citizens in private life. The President shall designate the 
presiding officer, who may designate from among the 
members of the Commission as many vice presiding officers 
as necessary. 

The President of the Senate and the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives may designate two Members 
of each House to serve on the Commission. 

The Commission shall promote the national observance 
in the United States of International Women’s Year. To 
this end, it will focus attention on the need to encourage 
appropriate and relevant cooperative activity in the field 
of women’s rights and responsibilities. 

The Commission shall conclude its work by the end 
of the year 1975 and make a report to the President 
within 30 days thereafter. The Commission shall then be 
terminated. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Palm Springs, Calif. 
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Communications Satellite Corporation 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
George Meany and Frederic G. Donner To Be 
Members of the Board of Directors. April 2, 1975 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate two persons to be members of the Board of Directors 
of the Communications Satellite Corporation. They are: 


Grorcz Meany, of Bethesda, Md., president of the AFL-CIO, 
until the date of the annual meeting of the Corporation in 
1978; he previously served as a member until 1972. 


Freveric G. Donner, of Port Washington, N.Y., former chairman 
of the board of the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation and former 
chairman of the board and chief executive officer of General 
Motors Corp., until the date of the annual meeting in 1977. 
This is a reappointment. 


The Board of Directors of the Communications Satellite 
Corporation consists of a total of 15 members, as follows: 
three members appointed for terms of 3 years by the 
President of the United States, six members elected 
annually by the stockholders who are communications 
common carriers, six members elected annually by the 
other stockholders of the corporation. The Commission 
was established by Public Law 87-624 of August 31, 1962. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Palm Springs, Calif 


National Farm Safety Week, 1975 


Proclamation 4361. April 2, 1975 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

The demand for agricultural products is at an all-time 
high both here and abroad. In addition to supplying food 
for the tables of over 213 million Americans, America’s 
farms and ranches are seen by many millions of people 
abroad as a-source of nourishment. Our agricultural 
abundance is possible not only because of the blessings of 
fertile soil and advanced technology, but also because of 
the capable, hard-working, innovative people in whose 
hands these immense food and fiber resources are 
entrusted. 

Maintenance of a high level of agricultural production 
is not without such impediments as shortages of some sup- 
plies needed for production, adverse weather and acci- 
dents. Farmers and ranchers may not be able to control 
shortages or nature. But they can do a great deal to con- 
trol accidents which seriously injure and kill thousands of 
farm and ranch residents each year. Along with the human 
suffering and material losses to farm and ranch families, 
accidents handicap our efforts to feed and clothe our 
people and help alleviate hunger in the world. Maximum 


production will be possible only when accident numbers 
are reduced to a minimum. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GerAtp R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby designate the 
week beginning July 25, 1975, as National Farm Safety 
Week. During this week and the ensuing year, I urge all 
who live and work on the Nation’s farms and ranches to 
plan for accident prevention and to implement their plans 
with intelligence and resolve. Further, I invite all who 
work with and serve our agricultural producers to back 
these personal accident prevention efforts with every pos- 
sible encouragement and educational aid. Any strategy to 
reap full production from our agricultural enterprises must 
include planning for the safety of those who live and work 
on our farms and ranches, not only when in the field but 
also when at home, at play or on the Nation’s public roads. 

In Witness WuHeErREOoF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this second day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred seventy-five, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the one hundred ninety-ninth. 


GeErRALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 3:24 p.m., 
April 2, 1975] 

NOTE: The text of the proclamation was released at Palm Springs, 

Calif. 


THE PRESIDENT’S 
NEWS CONFERENCE OF 
APRIL 3, 1975 


Held at San Diego, California 


Tue Preswent. Will you please sit down. At the outset, 
let me express my appreciation to Mayor Pete Wilson and 
the fine people of San Diego for the very warm welcome. 

I also am delighted to see one or more of my former 
colleagues in the Congress here. It is always nice to see 
them. And Al* and others who may be here, good 
morning. 

I have a short opening statement. 


SoutH VIETNAMESE REFUGEES AND ORPHANS 


We are seeing a great human tragedy as untold num- 
bers of Vietnamese flee the North Vietnamese onslaught. 
The United States has been doing and will continue to 
do its utmost to assist these people. 

I have directed all available Naval ships to stand off 
Indochina to do whatever is necessary to assist. We have 
appealed to the United Nations to use its moral influence 
to permit these innocent people to leave, and we call on 


1 Representative Alphonzo Bell of California. 
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North Vietnam to permit the movement of refugees to 
the area of their choice. 

While I have been in California, I have been spending 
many hours on the refugee problem and our humani- 
tarian efforts. I have directed that money from a $2 mil- 
lion special foreign aid children’s fund be made available 
to fly 2,000 South Vietnamese orphans to the United 
States as soon as possible. I have also directed American 
officials in Saigon to act immediately to cut redtape and 
other bureaucratic obstacles preventing these children 
from coming to the United States. 

I have directed that C—5A aircraft and other aircraft, 
especially equipped to care for these orphans during the 
flight, be sent to Saigon. I expect these flights to begin 
within the next 36 to 48 hours. These orphans will be 
flown to Travis Air Force Base in California and other 
bases on the west coast and cared for in those locations. 

These 2,000 Vietnamese orphans are all in the process 
of being adopted by American families. This is the least 
we can do, and we will do much, much more. 

The first question is from Mr. George Dissinger of the 
San Diego Tribune. 


QUESTIONS 
SOUTH VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA 


Q. Mr. President, are you ready to accept a Commu- 
nist takeover of South Vietnam and Cambodia? 

THe Preswent. I would hope that that would not 
take place in either case. My whole Congressional life in 
recent years was aimed at avoiding it. My complete efforts 
as President of the United States were aimed at avoiding 
that. 

I am an optimist, despite the sad and tragic events that 
we see unfolding. I will do my utmost in the future—as 
I have in the past—to avoid that result. 

Q. Mr. President, I understand you are soon going to 
ask Congress for new authority to extend humanitarian 
aid in Southeast Asia. I wondered if you stand by your re- 
quest, though, for more military aid for South Vietnam? 

Tue Preswent. We do intend to ask for more hu- 
manitarian aid. I should point out that the Administra- 
tion request for $135 million for humanitarian aid in 
South Vietnam was unfortunately reduced to $55 million 
by Congressional action. Obviously, we will ask for more. 
The precise amount we have not yet determined. 

We will continue to push for the $300 million that we 
have asked for and Congress had authorized for military 
assistance to South Vietnam, and the possibility exists that 
we may ask for more. 


Q. Mr. President, how and why did the U.S. miscal- 
culate the intentions of the will of the South Vietnamese 
to resist? 

Tue Preswent. I don’t believe that we miscalculated 
the will of the South Vietnamese to carry on their fight 
for their own freedom. 

There were several situations that developed that I 
think got beyond the control of the Vietnamese people. 
The unilateral military decision to withdraw created a 
chaotic situation in Vietnam that appears to have brought 
about tremendous disorganization. 

I believe that the will of the South Vietnamese people 
to fight for their freedom is best evidenced by the fact 
that they are fleeing from the North Vietnamese, and 
that clearly is an indication they don’t want to live under 
the kind of government that exists in North Vietnam. 

The will of the South Vietnamese people, I think, still 
exists. They want freedom under a different kind of gov- 
ernment than has existed in North Vietnam. The prob- 
lem is how to organize that will under the traumatic ex- 
periences of the present. 

Q. Unilateral decision by whom? 

THE PresweENT. It was a unilateral decision by Pres- 
ident Thieu to order a withdrawal from the broad, ex- 
posed areas that were under the control of the South Viet- 
namese military. 

Miss Thomas [Helen Thomas, United Press Interna- 
tional]. 

Q. Mr. President, what is your response to the South 
Vietnamese Ambassador to Washington’s statement that 
we had not lived up to the Paris peace accords and that 
the Communists are safer allies? 

THE Present. I won’t comment on his statement. 
I will say this: that the North Vietnamese repeatedly 
and in massive efforts violated the Paris peace accords. 
They sent North Vietnamese regular forces into South 
Vietnam in massive numbers—I think around 150,000 
to 175,000 well-trained North Vietnamese regular 
forces—in violation of the Paris peace accords, moved 
into South Vietnam. We have objected to that violation. 

I still believe that the United States, in this case and 
in other cases, is a reliable ally. And although I am sad- 
dened by the events that we have read about and seen, 
it is a tragedy unbelievable in its ramifications. 

I must say that I am frustrated by the action of the 
Congress in not responding to some of the requests both 
for economic and humanitarian and military assistance 
in South Vietnam. And I am frustrated by the limita- 
tions that were placed on the Chief Executive over the 
last 2 years. 

But let me add very strongly: I am convinced that 
this country is going to continue its leadership. We will 
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stand by our allies, and I specifically warn any adver- 
saries they should not, under any circumstances, feel 
that the tragedy of Vietnam is an indication that the 
American people have lost their will or their desire to 
stand up for freedom anyplace in the world. 

Q. Well, Mr. President, can you explain why President 
Thieu, with our close military ties as allies, did not tell 
you what he was going to do in terms of the retreat? 

Tue Preswent. I think the only answer to that can 
come from President Thieu. 

Q. Mr. Ford, recently you said the fall of Cambodia 
could threaten the national security of this country. Now, 
considering the probable fall of South Vietnam to Com- 
munist forces, do you feel that will threaten our national 
security, and if so, how? 

THE Preswent. At the moment, I do not anticipate 
the fall of South Vietnam, and I greatly respect and admire 
the tremendous fight that the government and the people 
of Cambodia are putting up against the insurgents who 
are trying to take over Cambodia. 

I believe that in any case where the United States 
does not live up to its moral or treaty obligations, it can’t 
help but have an adverse impact on other allies we have 
around the world. 

We read in European papers to the effect that Western 
Europe ought to have some questions. Let me say to our 
Western European allies: We are going to stand behind 


our commitments to NATO, and we are going to stand 
behind our commitments to other allies around the world. 


But, there has to be in the minds of some people, a 
feeling that maybe the tragedy of Indochina might affect 
our relations with their country. I repeat, the United 
States is going to continue its leadership and stand by 
its allies. 

Q. Are you, in fact, a believer of the domino theory, if 
Southeast Asia falls, then perhaps some of the other 
countries in the Pacific are next? 

Tue Present. I believe that there is a great deal of 
credibility to the domino theory. I hope it does not happen. 
I hope that other countries in Southeast Asia—Thailand, 
the Philippines—don’t misread the will of the American 
people and the leadership of this country to believing 
that we are going to abandon our position in Southeast 
Asia. We are not. 

But I do know from the things I read and the messages 
that I hear, that some of them do get uneasy. I hope and 
trust they believe me when I say we are going to stand 
by our allies. 


PRESIDENTIAL AUTHORITY TO PROTECT AMERICANS 
OVERSEAS 


Q. Mr. President, as you are well aware, there are 
about 7,000 Americans still in Saigon. They are in dan- 
ger not only from Communist attack but from South 
Vietnamese reprisals. There are reports the South Viet- 
namese are in a bad temper toward Americans. Do you 
feel that under the War Powers Act and also under the 
limitations voted by Congress in 1973 on combat by 
Americans in Indochina that you could send troops in 
to protect those Americans, and would you, if it came 
to that? 

Tue Preswent. I can assure you that I will abide 
totally with the War Powers Act that was enacted by 
the Congress several years ago. At the same time, I like- 
wise assure you that we have contingency plans to meet 
all problems involving evacuation, if that should become 
necessary. At this point, I do not believe that I should 
answer specifically how those contingency plans might 
be carried out. 

Q. Sir, you don’t want to talk specifically. Can you 
tell us, however, if you do believe that you do have the 
authority to send in troops? You are not saying, I under- 
stand, whether you would, but do you have the authority? 

THe Preswent. It is my interpretation of that legisla- 
tion that a President has certain limited authority to pro- 
tect American lives. And to that extent, I will use that law. 


SOUTH VIETNAMESE WAR ORPHANS 


Q. Mr. President, despite your statement here this 
morning about war orphans, there apparently is a lot of 
redtape in Washington. A San Diego man, who is trying 
to get four Vietnamese children out of that country, has 
received hundreds of calls from people all over the 
Western United States wanting to help, even adopt chil- 
dren. But despite this outpouring of compassion by the 
American people, all he gets in Washington is, “No way. 
There is nothing that can be done.” Why is he running 
into this problem if we are trying to help? 

Tue Present. Well, having had some experience 
in the past with the Federal bureaucracy when we had a 
similar problem involving Korean orphans, I understand 
the frustration and the problem. 

But I am assured that all bureaucratic redtape is being 
eliminated to the maximum degree, and that we will make 
a total effort, as I indicated in my opening statement, to 
see to it that South Vietnamese war orphans are brought 
to the United States. 

Q. Do you think something can be done before it is 
too late for many of them? 

Tue Preswent. I can only say we will do what has to 
be done, what can be done, as a practical matter. I cannot 
guarantee that every single South Vietnamese war orphan 
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will get here, but I can assure you that we intend to do 
everything possible in that humanitarian effort. 


INFLATION 


Q. Mr. President, the Gallup poll shows that a very 
healthy majority of the American people, 60 percent of 
the American people, are more concerned about the high 
cost of living than they are about any other issue, includ- 
ing the recession and international developments. 

I would like to ask you, in view of that, if Congress does 
not respond to your repeated appeals to hold down spend- 
ing and not exceed a level that would produce a deficit of 
$60 billion, if they don’t do that, and Government bor- 
rowing increases to cover the deficit, do you have any 
plans—is there anything you plan to do beyond just these 
appeals to Congress to prevent a resurgence of inflation? 


THe Present. Well, as I clearly indicated last Sat- 
urday night when I approved the Tax Reduction Act, I 
have drawn the line on additional Federal spending. That 
is as far as we dare go. If we go beyond that, we amplify 
the potentialities for a resurgence of double-digit inflation. 
I intend to appeal to the Congress to hold the lid, and I 
intend to appeal to the American people to get their 
Members of Congress—Senators and Congressmen—to 
stop coming to the White House with one spending bill 
after another. 


In addition, I am asking the Congress to enact a pro- 
vision that would make applicable for fiscal year 1976 the 
Budget Control Act that was enacted last year by the 


Congress. 

Under the present law, the Budget Control Act, which 
forces the Congress to set a ceiling, does not actually come 
into effect until fiscal year 1977. It seems to me in the 
crisis that we face today, that the Congress ought to 
amend the Budget Control Act and make it applicable to 
fiscal year 1976 so they will impose on themselves—the 
individual Members of Congress, House and Senate—a 
spending limitation. 

Now, they are going through sort of a practice session 
on it. I wish they would abandon the practice session and 
get down to the ball game, and they, themselves, set a 
spending limit at the level that I indicated. 

Q. What I am asking, Mr. President, is if you have 
any strings to your bow other than these Congressional 
strings? In other words, what I am asking you is, do you 
plan any executive action to try to curb a resurgence or 
prevent a resurgence of inflation? 

THE PresmenT. Well, the executive actions will be 
directives to the various Departments of the Government 
to limit their spending even within the appropriated 
amounts that Congress has made available. 


We are expecting every Department to spend as little as 


possible to carry out their programs or their mandates, 
and this includes holding the line on Federal personnel; 


it includes the limitations on spending for anything that 
cannot be justified. Under the law, that is the maximum 
that I can do in an executive capacity. 


PRESIDENT THIEU 


Q. Mr. President, if it would alleviate the refugee 
problem in South Vietnam and bring about something of 
a temporary cease-fire, would you urge President Thieu to 
resign? 

THE PREsmENT. I don’t believe that it is my preroga- 
tive to tell the head of state elected by the people to leave 
office. I don’t believe whether it is one head of state or an- 
other makes any difference in our efforts to help in the 
humanitarian program. 

We are going to carry it on, I hope, with the full 
cooperation of the South Vietnamese Government. And I 
don’t think it appropriate for me to ask him, under these 
circumstances, to resign. And I don’t think his resignation 
would have any significance on our humanitarian efforts. 


SOUTH VIETNAMESE REFUGEES 


Q. In that regard, are there any plans underway by the 
U.S. Government to accept large numbers of Vietnamese 
refugees in this country other than the 2,000 orphans that 
you have talked about? 

THE PreswENT. Well, under existing law, action by 
the Attorney General can permit refugees who are fleeing 
problems in their own country to come to the United 
States. This authority was used after World War II. This 
authority was used after the Hungarian invasion by the 
Soviet Union. This authority has been used on a number 
of other occasions. I can assure you that that authority is 
being examined, and if it will be helpful, I certainly will 
approve it. 

RECESSION 


Q. Mr. President, what is your judgment now on when 
you expect the recession to end and recovery to begin? 
Is it the third quarter of this year, or will it be later? 

Tue Presment. Our best judgment is that the reces- 
sion will turn around during the third quarter of this 
calendar year. We are already seeing some significant 
changes in the statistics that give us more certainty that 
the recession will end and that economic recovery will 
begin in the third quarter of this calendar year. 

Q. Could you tell us what those signs are, please, sir? 

Tue Presiwent. Yes. The latest report shows that 
there has been an increase in the ordering of manufac- 
tured goods—the first time, I think, in 6 months that 
there has been an increase rather than a decrease. 

Interest rates are dropping; more money for borrowers 
is being made available. The inflation is receding, or at 
least the rate of inflation is receding. As of the last report, 
it would annualize at about 7.2 percent, contrasted with 
a 12 or 13 percent rate of inflation in 1974. 
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When you add up all these various economic indicators, 
it does show that the recession is receding and that eco- 
nomic conditions will get better in the third quarter of 
1975. 


FEDERAL SPENDING AND THE 1976 CAMPAIGN 


Q. Mr. President, in line with the spending question, 
last year when you campaigned in California, you asked 
voters to help defeat the big spenders in Congress and, 
if they happened to be Republicans, well, so be it. Do you 
plan to use the same philosophy in campaigning next 
year and to the extent that you will openly campaign 
against Republicans whose philosophies or policies may 
contradict yours? And if so, how does this sit with your 
statement that the Republican Party is broad enough for 
all views? 

THE Present. I expect to be campaigning very 
hard for my own re-election or election in 1976. I will, 
of course, urge that voters in every State support those 
candidates who believe as I do, that we have got to hold 
a line on and restrain excessive Federal spending. 

My enthusiasm for an individual candidate will, of 
course, depend upon his strong support for my policy 
of fiscal restraint, but I am not going to pass judgment 
today on individuals, whether in one party or another. 

Q. Does this mean then that there is a possibility that 
during that campaign you could come out openly in sup- 
port of a Democrat as opposed to a Republican? 

THE Presmenr. I believe in the need for the country 
to have individual Members of the House and Senate 
who believe that these massive Federal spending pro- 
grams are bad for America. 

And I certainly will look with favor on anyone who 
believes as I do, that we cannot spend ourself into pros- 
perity, a tax cut approach is a far better way, and that 
massive spending programs are not good for America. 


CRIME AND LAW ENFORCEMENT 


Q. Mr. President, you now hear an Administration 
which came to power on a strong law and order plat- 
form, but the crime rate since 1969 has done nothing 
but go up, and the statistics include crimes at the highest 
levels of Government. 

And my question is whether you think it would be 
fair for the Democrats to charge that this Administra- 
tion is soft on crime, or at least is incapable of dealing 
with the problem. 

THE Present. Well, unfortunately for the country, 
the crime rate has been increasing for the last 10 or 15 
years, whether it was under a Democratic administration, 
under President Kennedy or President Johnson, or, ex- 
cept for, I think, one year under the former President, the 
crime rate has been going up. 


I don’t think it is a partisan issue. It is my judgment 
that we have to maximize our effort—the Federal Gov- 
ernment, State government, and local units of govern- 
ment—to try and have proper enforcement of the law, 
which includes the prosecution of people who violate the 
law. 

I can only assure you that to the extent that the Fed- 
eral Government can do something about it, we, this 
Administration, will do it. The facts of life are that most 
law enforcement is the local responsibility. 

Through the Law Enforcement Assistance Act, the 
Federal Government has been spending for the last sev- 
eral years around $800 million to help local units of 
government, State units of government in the upgrading 
of their law enforcement capability—helping police de- 
partments, helping sheriffs’ departments, helping the 
courts—and will continue to do it. But, the principal 
responsibility rests at the local level. 

Q. Will you be able to spend any more money, under 
your proposition that the line has to be drawn somewhere, 
on fighting the crime problem? 

Tue Present. I think in the budget that I sub- 
mitted there is ample money for a Federal effort to carry 
out the Federal role in the area of law enforcement. 


WAR POWERS ACT 


Q. Mr. President, you spoke a few minutes ago about 
being frustrated by the limitations of the War Powers Act. 
If it were not forbidden now, would you like to send 
American planes and Naval forces and possibly ground 
forces into Vietnam to try to turn the situation around? 

Tue Present. I have said that there are no plans 
whatsoever for U.S. military involvement in Vietnam, On 
the other hand, I think history does prove that if a Chief 
Executive has a potential, it, to some extent, is a deter- 
rent against aggressors. 

Q. So that is your frustration, because you do not have 
that power to at least threaten the possibility? 

Tue Preswent. I did not use the word “threat.” I 
said the potential for power, I think, over the years has 
indicated that that potential is a deterrent against aggres- 
sion by one country against another. 


1976 PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN 


QO. Mr. President, in view of the possible primary 
entries by Governor Reagan and perhaps Governor 
Thomson of New Hampshire, would you be good enough 
to discuss your own timetable? When will you set up your 
committee, specifically, and can you also tell us, do you 
plan to enter any primaries yourself or through a stand-in 
candidate? 

Tue Presment. We have not defined our precise 
timetable nor our precise plans for the pre-convention 
campaign. We are in the process of putting together our 
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timetable and our plan. I have said repeatedly that I 
intend to be a candidate, but I have made no categorical 
announcement to that effect. But the matter is not being 
neglected. 

WARREN COMMISSION REPORT 


Q. Mr. President, in light of current concerns regard- 
ing the assassination of President Kennedy and the recent 
showings of the Zapruder films, do you still have the same 
confidence in the finding of the Warren Commission that 
you had as a member of that Commission? 

Tue Preswent. I think you have to read very care- 
fully what the Warren Commission said. And I, as a 
member of the Warren Commission, helped to participate 
in the drafting of the language. We said that Lee Harvey 
Oswald was the assassin. We said that the Commission 
had found no evidence of a conspiracy, foreign or do- 
mestic. Those words were very carefully drafted. And so 
far, I have seen no evidence that would dispute the con- 
clusions to which we came. 

We were most careful because in 1963 and ’64, when 
we most carefully analyzed all the evidence available, 
there was none of the involvement of anybody or anybody 
as a group in the assassination. 

It is my understanding that the Rockefeller Commis- 
sion may, if the facts seem to justify it, take a look at it, at 
the problem, and I suspect that the House and Senate 
committees that are currently investigating CIA history 
may do the same. 

But the Commission was right when it made its deter- 
mination, and it was accurate, at least to this point—and 
I want to reemphasize that—as to the evidence that we 
saw. 


U.S. INVOLVEMENT IN VIETNAM 


Q. Mr. President, some people are saying this week 
that despite all our massive aid in Vietnam and all the 
lives that were lost there, that the whole thing has come 
to nothing. Now, how do you feel about this, and do you 
think there is any lesson to be learned in what has been 
happening over there? 

THE PreswenrT. I believe that the program of the 
previous four or five Presidents—President Kennedy, 
President Johnson, President Nixon, and myself—were 
aimed at the—in the right direction, that we should help 
those people who are willing to fight for freedom for 
themselves. 

That was a sound policy. Unfortunately, events that 
were beyond our control as a country have made it appear 
that that policy was wrong. I still believe that policy was 
right if the United States had carried it out, as we prom- 
ised to do at the time of the Paris peace accords where 
we promised, with the signing of the Paris peace accords, 
that we would make military hardware available to the 
South Vietnamese Government on a replacement, one- 


for-one basis. Unfortunately, we did not carry out that 
promise. 

Q. Well, are you blaming Congress for this, then? 

Tue Preswent. I am not assessing blame on anyone. 
The facts are that in fiscal year 1974, there was a substan- 
tial reduction made by the Congress in the amount of 
military equipment requested for South Vietnam. 

In fiscal year 1975, the current fiscal year, the Admin- 
istration asked for $1,400 million in military assistance 
for South Vietnam. Congress put a ceiling of $1 billion 
on it and actually appropriated only $700 million. 

Those are the facts. I think it is up to the American 
people to pass judgment on who was at fault or where the 
blame may rest. That is a current judgment. 

I think historians in the future will write who was to 
blame in this tragic situation. But the American people 
ought to know the facts. And the facts are as I have 
indicated. 

I think it is a great tragedy, what we are seeing in 
Vietnam today. I think it could have been avoided. But 
I am not going to point a finger. The American people 
will make that judgment. I think it is more important for 
me and the American people and the Congress, in the 
weeks and months ahead, to do what we can to work 
together to meet the problems of the future. 

And that is what I intend to do, and I will go more than 
halfway with the Congress in seeking to achieve that 
result. I think we have the capability in America. I think 
we have the will to overcome what appears to be a disaster 
in Southeast Asia. To the extent that I can, I hope to give 
that leadership. 

Q. Mr. President, regardless of what caused it, it seems 
apparent that for the first time in our Nation’s history, 
the enemy is about to win a war where Americans fought 
and died. Do you think that those 55,000 lives were 
wasted? 

Tue Present. I do not think they were wasted, pro- 
viding the United States had carried out the solemn 
commitments that were made in Paris, at the time 
American fighting was stopped in South Vietnam, at a 
time when the agreement provided that all of our troops 
should be withdrawn, that all of our POW’s should be 
returned. If we had carried out the commitments that 
were made at that time, the tragic sacrifices that were 
made by many—those who were killed, those who were 
wounded—would not have been in vain. But when I see 
us not carrying through, then it raises a quite different 
question. 

Q. Is that a yes, then, sir? 

Tue Present. I still think there is an opportunity 
to salvage the situation in Vietnam, and if we salvage it, 
giving the South Vietnamese an opportunity to fight for 
their freedom, which I think they are anxious to do if 
given an honest opportunity, then there was not a sacrifice 
that was inappropriate or unwise. 
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U.S. FOREIGN POLICY 


Q. Good afternoon, Mr. President. 

THe Preswent. Good afternoon. 

Q. In a speech you are going to deliver here in San 
Diego this afternoon, you warn against fatalism, despair, 
and the prophets of doom. And yet, as I look back over 
the past 8 months or a year—and I don’t mean to suggest 
that these are in any way your responsibility or fault—I 
have a laundry list which cites Portugal as having a leftist 
government raising serious questions about its future in 
NATO; Greece and Turkey are at each other’s throats, 
threatening the Southern flanks of that alliance; we are 
familiar that Secretary Kissinger’s mission failed in his 
peace talks with Egypt and Israel; and we don’t need 
to rehash the situation in Cambodia and South Vietnam. 

That being the case, sir, how can you say that the 
world outlook—and particularly as you address it in your 
speech next week on the state of the world—is anything 
but bleak for the United States when many of the minuses 
which I cited are actually pluses for the Soviets? 

THE PreEsIvENT. Well, the speech that I am giving to 
Congress and to the American people next week will deal 
with many of the problems that you have raised. I think 
we do face a crisis. But I am optimistic that if the Congress 
joins with me and the American people support the 
Congress and me, as President, we can overcome those 
difficulties. 

We can play a constructive role in Portugal; not inter- 
fering with their internal decisions, but Portugal is an 
important ally in Western Europe. 

We can find ways to solve the problem in Cyprus and 
hopefully keep both Greece and Turkey strong and viable 
members of NATO. 

We can, despite the difficulties that transpired in the 
Middle East in the last several weeks, find a way to keep 
a peace movement moving in that very volatile area. 

It may mean—and probably does—that we will have 
to take the problem to Geneva. I would have preferred 
it otherwise. But the facts are that if Congress and the 
American people and the President work together—as 
I expect they will—then in my judgment, those disappoint- 
ments can become pluses. 

Q. But, sir, can you cite any specific reasons for the 
optimism you express? 

Tue Preswent. The historical character of the Amer- 
ican people—that is the main ingredient that, in my judg- 
ment, will take America from the disappointments of the 
present to the optimism of the future. 

Frank Cormier [Associated Press]. Thank you, Mr. 
President. 

Tue Preswent. Thank you very much. 

NOTE: President Ford’s twelfth news conference was held at 12:01 
p.m. on Thursday, April 3, 1975, in the Silver Room at the San Diego 


Convention and Performing Arts Center, San Diego, Calif. It was 
broadcast live on radio and television. 


White House Conference 


The President’s Remarks at the Conference in 
San Diego, California. April 3, 1975 


Congressman Burgener, Congressman Van Deerlin, 
Congressman Bell, Mayor Pete Wilson, Mr. Cox of the 
San Diego Chamber of Commerce, Mr. Henning of the 
AFL-CIO, heads of the many other co-sponsoring orga- 
nizations that have made this possible, ladies and 
gentlemen: 

It is really a great privilege and honor for me to have 
the opportunity of joining in this obviously very success- 
ful conference. 

I am especially delighted to be here again on the beau- 
tiful shores of San Diego Bay—can I say this, I mean it— 
America’s cleanest bay in terms of size and traffic. I am 
especially pleased because this is a showcase of what 
Americans can do on a local level to solve problems and 
to respond to the future with creativity and with 
confidence. 

San Diego has demonstrated, Mayor Wilson, that en- 
vironmental quality is good business, and I commend 
your carefully managed residential growth. San Diego, 
as I see it, is truly a city on which others could be modeled. 

I am especially proud, however, of the role of the 
United States Navy as a good citizen in San Diego. I am 
proud of that role and I am proud of the contributions 
that the Navy makes. Obviously, all of you know that the 
Naval installations here are among the greatest in our 
total Navy complex. I pledge to you today, as one who 
once sailed from here in World War II, that I remain 
committed to a Navy second to none in readiness, capa- 
bility, and dedication to our Nation’s highest ideals. 

I know, of course, that the concerns of this area go far 
beyond your vital Navy installations, Too many Ameri- 
cans are without employment. Prices and taxes are far too 
high. New sources of energy are absolutely essential. 

I also know that local problems are best solved by local 
people. This Administration responded to your pioneer- 
ing of growth management strategy to preserve the resi- 
dential environment. The Department of Housing and 
Urban Development has just approved San Diego’s ap- 
plication for $9.1 million under the historic new com- 
munity development block grant legislation. And an hour 
or so ago I gave Mayor Pete Wilson the actual documents 
to know that he has got it in hand. I don’t know what he 
has done with it, but he had it. [Laughter] 

This confers upon San Diego the distinction of being 
one of the very first major cities to receive such assistance. 
Your able Mayor, my good friend, Pete Wilson, tells me 
that one of the ways that this grant will be used is to speed 
economic development by attracting new businesses and 
industries into the San Diego area. 
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Funds from this new block grant approach are avail- 
able for the first time to prepare sites and, together with 
on-the-job training programs of the Department of Labor, 
offer an extra inducement for new enterprises to locate in 
your healthy, world-renowned climate. 

This kind of local initiative and planning, as well, 
proves we are on the right track with block grants instead 
of trying to run everything from Washington, and demon- 
strates my firm conviction that the best features of com- 
munity development should neither be sacrificed in the 
current economic climate, nor stifled by Federal redtape. 

San Diego—I know from my many conversations with 
your several Members of the Congress, as well as by 
numerous visits to this great area—San Diego is a show- 
case of the good neighbor policy. The nearby Mexican 
border is the busiest international crossing in the world, 
making this a gateway city with a unique challenge. San 
Diego and Tijuana share the same air and water and seek 
joint efforts, joint solutions to problems that cross na- 
tional boundaries. 

I commend Fronteras 1976, the San Diego commu- 
nity’s Bicentennial project, jointly sponsored by the city 
and University of California at San Diego. This project 
that I have looked at and heard about will advance 
regional and international understanding, demonstrating 
to the world, as I think we must, the potential of creative 
cooperation and interdependence among sovereign 
nations. 

Serious problems confront the American people at 
home. Yet, unemployment and the growth of the econ- 
omy, as well as our national security, are directly related 
to the relations with the rest of the world. 

In recent weeks, we witnessed, unfortunately, dis- 
couraging and tragic events in the Middle East, on which 
we depend far too much for our energy needs. These 
developments dramatized the urgency of moving ahead in 
San Diego and throughout America with constructive 
action to make this Nation independent of foreign sources 
of energy. 

Today, in the presence of three of my former col- 
leagues, I renew the challenge to the Congress to enact 
before May 1 of this year a comprehensive energy pro- 
gram. It is essential to our national security, and it is more 
essential today than it was in January, when I proposed it. 

The facts are, we can afford no more delays. I am an 
optimist. I think the Congress will do it. I would not be 
frank and honest with you if I were to ignore the serious 
setbacks we have suffered in very recent weeks in our 
quest for peace in the Middle East and, more recently and 
more dramatically, in Southeast Asia. 

Even as I speak, the dimensions of the human catas- 
trophe in Southeast Asia increase. Whether from your 
evening news shows or morning headlines, or from my top 
secret reports, which I receive on a daily basis, it is impos- 
sible not to be moved and shaken by the sudden and tragic 
developments in South Vietnam. All Americans, regard- 


less of how they may have felt in months or years in the 
past, are shocked and saddened and wondering what we 
can do. 

First, we are taking all the humanitarian measures we 
can to relieve the innocent civilian refugees in South Viet- 
nam, whose plight touches the heart of all Americans. At 
the same time, we are providing for the safety of all 
Americans who, from a deep sense of duty, might be 
endangered by swift changes in the battle zone. 

Second, as the Congress returns next Monday and I 
have an opportunity to address them, I will ask the Mem- 
bers of Congress for a firm American commitment to 
humanitarian assistance for the helpless victims of North 
Vietnamese aggression in flagrant violation of the Paris 
accords, which sought to end the suffering and bloodshed 
on a civilized basis. 

Finally, I must say, with all of the certainty of which 
I am capable: No adversary or potential enemies of the 
United States of America should imagine that America 
can be safely challenged, and no allies or time-tested 
friends of the United States should worry or fear that our 
commitments to them will not be honored. The unfortu- 
nate confusion and changing situation in Southeast Asia 
should not give encouragement to our adversaries nor 
apprehension to our friends. We stand ready to defend 
ourselves and support our allies as surely as we always 
have. 

As it always has, adversity is creating a new sense of 
national unity among Americans in these sad and trou- 
bled times. I will not engage in recriminations or attempts 
to assess the blame, nor should any of us. Not all of the 
facts are known. When they are, the American people will 
be the jury for the present and historians will write the 
story for the future. What is essential now is that we keep 
our nerve and our essential unity as a powerful, but peace- 
loving Nation. 

As President and Commander in Chief, it is my sworn 
duty to maintain and strengthen the power for peace 
which the United States possesses, both at home and 
abroad. The military strength of this Nation depends, as 
it always has, on its economic strength and the willpower 
and self-discipline of all of its people. 

The credibility of the United States, our credibility 
throughout the world, both among our allies and our ad- 
versaries, depends upon their assessment of our moral, 
economic, and military strength and staying power. All of 
these elements are extremely essential. 

Let me consider briefly the problems of ensuring and 
increasing our economic strength. In this, the obvious 
priority is to get out of the recession we have been experi- 
encing, and particularly to increase employment and to 
get the jobless back into productive jobs. That is our high- 
est priority. 

But along with that urgent goal goes another priority, 
less obvious to some, which is to end the recession without 
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adding unnecessarily to the inflationary pressures which 
have plagued us for many years prior to the recession and 
which, quite frankly, helped to bring it on. We must make 
more jobs and reverse the recession without recklessly 
inviting a new round of double-digit inflation, rising 
interest rates, and higher prices, which we all know, in 
the long run, would cancel out whatever stimulus and 
expansionary incentive we can apply to the economy in 
the short run. 

That is why I am personally determined to hold the 
line on all massive Federal spending programs which 
are in various stages moving through the Congress. That 
is why I have drawn the line at a maximum budget 
deficit of $60 billion, which is where we stand at the 
present time, and it is as far as we dare to go without 
endangering economic recovery. 

I am gratified that many of the responsible Members 
of the Congress, House and Senate, on both sides of 
the political aisle, have spoken out publicly of the danger 
of more massive Federal deficits. Not merely the Admin- 
istration but the country needs their help and will need 
their votes when the showdowns come. But I have no 
wish to wage a veto war with the Congress. Quite frankly, 
we have enough real wars and rumors of wars without 
getting into one of those. 

What I would prefer is for the Congress to exercise 
its constitutional power of the purse with the responsibility 
and prudence that the people expect of it. Congress must 
cut rather than spend. It must reduce existing programs 
instead of creating new ones. As I look at the horrendous 
figures, it just cannot go on giving away more and more 
government benefits without considering how to pay for 
them and the damage that will be done by borrowing 
to pay for them. 

When the American people individually and collectively 
all over the country are tightening their belts to get 
through the worse recession of recent times, caused in 
large part by decades of deficits and ever-growing govern- 
mental programs, the Congress should not ask them to 
suffer consequences of more of the same fiscal folly. 

I would like the Congress to fix an absolute ceiling 
on Federal spending for the coming year, the ceiling where 
I draw the line. To do this effectively and with meaning, 
the Congress must go one step further. 

Here is my suggestion: You have three Members of 
Congress here. Put the already enacted procedures of 
the Congressional Budget and Impoundment [Control] 
Act of 1974 into effect a whole year ahead of schedule, 
starting this July 1. 

Under the current circumstances, when the legislation 
was passed last year, it was expected that it would not 
go into effect until fiscal year 1977, and that during this 
interval, between last year and a year and one-half from 
now, there would be sort of a practice run. 

I think the urgency of Congressional action to establish 
a ceiling and to orient priorities requires that Congress 


do it this year. We don’t need a practice session; we 
need full participation in the ball game, and I hope and 
trust that Congress will do that. That will be the best 
evidence that I know of their total dedication to handling 
your tax money or the Government’s borrowing in a 
responsible way. 

In the face of a huge deficit that could reach $100 
billion if my budget is overridden, it is hard for me to see 
how the Congress can refuse to move up the implemen- 
tation date of the Budget and Impoundment Act of 
1974. Excessive Federal spending for years has fueled 
the fires of inflation and imposed the unfairest tax of 
all on the American people, robbing retired people of 
their pensions, the elderly of their social security, the 
hard-working majority of their paychecks’ full value in 
the supermarket. 

Runaway inflation can ruin the production growth 
and essential strength of the free enterprise system and 
cripple our entire American economy. That is why my 
economic policy recommendations contain two elements, 
each one of them essential to its success. 

One, a quick, one-time tax cut to stimulate buying 
power and new development by business in job producing 
expansion. The other, spending cuts and a one-year mora- 
torium on new spending by the Government, except for 
energy and emergency needs. Federal tax cuts alone will 
not work without simultaneous Federal spending 
restraints. 

I am deeply concerned, quite frankly, that some 
elements of the Congress will try to pay for additional 
spending programs by dangerously stripping billions from 
the defense budget. At a time like this, nothing could be 
more shortsighted or devastating to our security. 

Individually, many of the domestic spending programs 
proposed in the Congress have most attractive aspects. 
They provide help for some worthy group. It is hard for 
Members of Congress to oppose those programs. It will 
be very, very hard for me to veto them if Congress enacts 
them. But it is not the individual programs that are unac- 
ceptable, but the sum total of them, adding up easily to 
$30 billion or more to bring the deficit into the $100 
billion area. 

Defense spending on the other hand provides no bene- 
fits, except the most precious benefit of all—the freedom 
of our country and the last hope for peace in the world. 

As President Eisenhower so wisely observed, only the 
strong are free. Certainly, we have ample reason to believe 
this truth today. My budget recommendations for na- 
tional defense are the minimum, I believe, essential for 
our safety. 

It is now a popular idea that because Americans are 
not fighting anywhere, because we are seeking to broaden 
every avenue of peace, that we can expand social benefit 
programs and pay for them out of defense cutbacks. 
Simple arithmetic proves otherwise. I have seen careful 
mathematical projections that show if welfare and other 
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transfer payments continue moving at their present rate 
of growth, about 9 percent annually for the past 20 years, 
half of the American people will be living off the other 
half by the year 2000. 

Except for vastly increasing taxes on those who work, 
the only way such payments can be continued indefinitely 
is to take them away from our national defense. Other 
super powers, I can assure you, are doing nothing of that 
kind. 

I pledge to you today that I will resist stripping Amer- 
ica’s defense capability in every legal way available to 
me. If the men and women you send to the Congress 
fail to face up to these inescapable realities, refuse to 
accept the balanced judgment of their own new budget 
committee which has been set up to enforce the same 
overall limitations that I had to work with, then—and 
this is hard to believe, but it mathematically works out— 
by simple arithmetic, it will only be a few short decades 
before our defenses will be down to a single soldier with 
a single rifle with a single round of ammunition. 

That is not good for America and freedom throughout 
the world. Frankly, I don’t think that is going to happen, 
because I have more faith than that, that America won’t 
tolerate it, and I mean the 213 million Americans of all 
faiths, all political parties, all backgrounds, and so forth. 

My former colleagues in the Congress know I have al- 
ways been an optimist, and whenever I can get away 
from Washington and see Americans as they really live 
and work and play and plan for their children, my sense 
of what is right with our country is recharged and rein- 
forced. 

I am very pleased to be here today in what I found 
to be an optimistic atmosphere and problemsolving cli- 
mate of Southern California, and I am delighted to be 
among people with great experience and great courage 
in building a great part of our country. 

Many of the heroic POW’s who were liberated from 
North Vietnam are here in San Diego. They know the 
need for an orderly and peaceful world. They also know— 
as men who lived on the brink of doom—the danger of 
pessimism. They know that the objective facts are not 
as bad as a mood of frustration and futility to which some 
of our countrymen are tempted to succumb. 

Today, I want to appeal to the common sense and the 
courage of the American people. This is not a moment 


for despair or for fatalism. Obviously, it is not the time 
to dismantle our defense capability—and I say with em- 
phasis—including our intelligence capacities. 

We will go on helping people to help themselves. It is 
in keeping with our religious heritage, our decency, and 
our own self-interest. We will preserve partnerships with 
people striving for freedom on a global basis. 


I reject the prophets of doom who see nothing but 
depression at home and despair abroad. I will reject any 
advice to pull down the Stars and Stripes and sail home 
from the seas of the world to the safe anchorage of San 
Diego. If we do so, this anchorage will no longer be safe. 
You know it and I know it. 


Under my Presidency, we will neither furl the flag nor 
abandon hope. We will maintain constancy and credi- 
bility of American foreign policy, both at home as well 
as abroad. We are living, obviously, in a complicated 
and troubled time. Events are moving very rapidly, but 
we will not withdraw inward nor surrender to a state 
of shock. 


America, at this hour, is being put to a test. It is not 
just a test of our moral authority in the world; it is a test 
of our will to develop our own energy resources, to reduce 
bureaucratic waste, to preserve our dollar by guarding 
against non-essential spending with the same vigilance 
with which we continue the watchfulness and strength of 
our Armed Forces. It is a test of our will to provide for the 
economic security of our families while reassuring the 
military security of our Nation. 


We can meet this test only by reducing vulnerability to 
weaknesses in our economy and energy capacities. That 
is why an adequate security program goes hand-in-hand 
with sound economic policies and prompt, effective en- 
ergy legislation. 

America has the will. America has the resources. 
America has the know-how, and America has the faith. 


I share—as I look around this room—your belief in 
America. If you despaired of this Nation and its future, 
you would not be here today. Together, with the millions 
like you all over this great country, we will build a new 
and better tomorrow. 


Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 5:07 p.m. at the El Cortez Hotel and 
Convention Center, San Diego, Calif. 

As printed above, this item follows the text of the White House 
press release. 








Editor’s Note 


Note Concerning the Closing Time of This Issue 


The President was in California at the cutoff time of 
this issue. Releases issued there but not received in time 
for inclusion in the issue will be printed next week. 
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Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. 

March 28 

Prime Minister W. E. Rowling, of New Zealand, will 
meet with the President on May 7. 

March 29 

The President left Washington for a stay in Palm 
Springs, Calif. 

March 31 

Former Governor and Mrs. Ronald Reagan dined with 
the President and Mrs. Ford in Palm Springs. 
April I 

The President directed the Secretary of Labor to certify 
the former workers of both the Manchester, N.H., plant 
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of the Shaer Shoe Corp. and the Sandler-Etts Footwear 
Manufacturing Corp., Webster, Mass., as eligible to apply 
for adjustment assistance. 


April 2 
At the invitation of President Ford, the President of 
the Federal Republic of Germany, Walter Scheel, will pay 
a state visit to the United States from June 2 to June 7. 
The President has accepted the resignation of Mayo J. 


Thompson as a Commissioner of the Federal Trade 
Commission. 


April 3 

During his visit to San Diego, the President held a 
breakfast meeting with a group of editors, publishers, and 
broadcast executives at the Westgate Plaza Hotel. 

The President had dinner with enlisted recruits at the 
U.S. Naval Training Center in San Diego. 


Following his return to Palm Springs, the President met 
with Secretary of State Kissinger. 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES—Continued 


ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


The following releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary, distributed 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released March 29, 1975 


Advance text: address to the Nation upon 
signing the Tax Reduction Act of 1975 


Released March 30, 1975 


Fact sheet: Naval petroleum reserves 

News conference: on Naval Petroleum Reserve 
No. 1 at Elk Hills, Calif—by Jack L. 
Bowers, Assistant Secretary of the Navy 
for Installations and Logistics 


Released April 3, 1975 

Advance text: remarks to the White House 
Conference in San Diego, Calif. 

Statement by the President: on the situation 
in South Vietnam (as read at news con- 
ference of April 3) 


Approved March 29, 1975 


E.R. 2166 -- Public Law 94-12 
Tax Reduction Act of 1975. 








NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 
NOTE: No nominations were submitted to the 


Senate during the period covered by this 
issue. 








Cumulative Index to Prior Issues 
First Quarter 


NoTE: The final index to documents appearing in Issues 
Nos. 1-13 of this volume is being printed separately and 
distributed with this issue. 

The second quarter index will begin with next week’s 
issue and will be printed at the back of the issue as has been 
customary. 
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